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Due West  

 

The culture at Due West Elementary for the 2009-2010 school year presents a 
picture of teamwork with an eager staff launching a vision where all skills focus 
on each studentôs individual progress.  We are a team thatôs thriving because 
we care, we are focused and we are enacting change.  We care about our stu-
dents, parents, and community.  Weôre focused on student achievement by 
presenting the Georgia Performance Standards and in helping each child gain 
confidence.  Weôre changing through effective collaboration, training on 21

st
 

century technology, and becoming a strong united team with shared decision 
making and leadership. 

Our vision is, Together We Are BetteréT.E.A.M.  It is important that everyone 
clearly understands their part in we.   The word we includes students, staff, 
parents, and our community.   The letters in the acronym T.E.A.M. will remind 
all stakeholders of the steps to grow, change, and improve.  A process for suc-
cess will result as we practice the actions of Teaching, Engaging, Analyzing, 
and Mentoring.  The act of teaching ensures knowledge and application.  The 
act of engaging creates goal setting.  The act of analyzing builds creativity. The 
act of mentoring builds trust and respect. 

Life skills, learning skills and information skills will be integrated into the basic 
core subjects of reading, language arts, math, science, social studies, and the 
arts.  Competence will grow as academic and teamwork skills align with a set 
of life principles.  The Due West Elementary Schoolôs mission is to create a lov-
ing environment with ñlessons that will help students successfully engage in 
LIFE both in and out of school.ò  Due West is THRIVING! 

Cynthia Hanauer, Principal 



 

Upcoming Calendar of Events  
 

 

September 18th   Pizza & Bingo, 6:30 pmñ8:00 pm, McClure Middle School  

September 20    Braves Game 

September 21st   Jumpits Night, 3:00 pm ñ7:00 pm 

September 28th   Piezoniõs Night, 5:00 pmñ8:00 pm 

 

October 5th ð9th   Book Fair  

                                  Tuesday 10/6 ñMuffins for Mom, 7:15 am ñ8:00 am 

    Thursday 10/ 8 ñDoughnuts for Dad, 7:15 am ñ8:00 am 

October 6th    School Portraits  

    PTA Meeting, 5th Grade Performs, 6:30 pm ð 8:00 pm 

October 13th    Shaneõs Night, 5:00 pmñ8:00 pm 

October 14th    Walk to School Day, 7:00 am  

October 16th    Report Card sent home  

October 17th    Make A Wish Run, Marietta Square  

 

5th Grade Fundraiser  

Sally Foster wrapping paper  
 

The 5th grade class is selling Sally Foster wrapping paper to help pay for all the wonderful 

events 5th grades participate in during their last year at Due West.  If you would like to look 

through the catalog and place an order there are 3 options available to you:  

 

1. Have a current 5th grade come to your home and share a catalog with you;  

2. Stop by the Due West front office and look through a catalog;  

3. Look through the catalog online and send your order in with your child to be turned in to the 

front office.  If youõd rather place the order online, please use School/Group Account Num-

ber 850783  to ensure Due West receives credit for the sale.  

 

All orders must have a check accompany them made out to Due West PTA . 

 

If you have any questions please contact Suzanne Zalar at szalar@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you in advance for your support !!  



 

Counselorõs Corner 
 

Welcome back to school!!  We are so excited for the upcoming school year!  We have already been 

into classrooms to see the studentõs eager faces and they are ready to succeed this year!  The 

counselorõs mission for Due West is to assist all students in overcoming any barriers which can 

impede their learning.  The goal of all Cobb County Professional School Counselors is to implement 

a  standards - based comprehensive school counseling program which includes: addressing the 

needs of all students in the domains of academic, personal and career development, providing spe-

cial interventions based on student needs, and consulting and collaborating with teachers, parents, 

and community on behalf of the students.  At Due West, we will teach lessons in the classrooms 

two times a month based on our comprehensive school counseling program.  Also, we assist stu-

dents on an individual basis as well as a small group setting for students who have common con-

cerns such as peer relations, changing families, study skills, and many more as needs arise.  We are 

available to meet with parents by appointment in order to assist parents if any concerns arise.  

We are truly excited to work with students this year and have many activities planned that the 

students will enjoy.  Thank you for sharing your children with us!  

 

Katherine Coker   Michelle Stevens  

K, 1, 4, 5 counselor   2, 3 counselor  

678 -594 -8074    678 -594 -8071 x242 (Mon, Tues, Wed)  

Pennyõs Points    #1 
 

Regular attendance in school is important to establish in elementary school as a basis for life, and in hopes of 

continuance in high school.  It is easy to miss excessive days in elementary school and still maintain an A/B 

average; however, it forms a terrible habit.  As school progresses, classes get harder and attendance is a big 

part of educational success. We have the Georgia Compulsory Attendance Law (requires students to attend 

school regularly from age 6 -16), and Cobb County has a policy which allows for absences for a health problem 

where attendance in school would endanger the studentõs health or the health of others, a death or serious 

illness of an immediate family member, a religious holiday, a governmental duty, or conditions which would be 

dangerous to the student if they attempted to come to school.  Over my career of 23 years, students have 

missed for:  

 

trips, family reunions, their birthday, a cousin visiting from out of town, a siblingõs illness, tired, not having 

homework done, peer issues, braces, and many times because they tell their parents they are not doing ANY-

THING in their classes for the day.  

 

It may seem right at the time to let them stay home, but it emphasizes to them that school can be missed 

for most any reason.  The Cobb County School System has one day breaks, a week break at Thanksgiving, a 

long winter and spring break, and early release days.   Teachers want students to be in school daily unless 

their absence fits one of the excused categories.   Please encourage good attendance.  Bad habits are hard to 

break.  

 

Penny E. Warren, School Social Worker at Due West and Harrison High    678 -331-3952   



Give Your Child the Advantage - Join PTA  

  

Do you want to help your Due West Elementary student?  Do you want to be a part of an excel-

lent source of school and parenting support?  If your answer is Yes - Join PTA!   

 

Here are a few of the benefits the Due West PTA provide for our school:  

 

- Financial support for your child's classroom  

- Enrichment programs on early release days  

- Maintaining the school entrance and gardens  

- School newsletter  

- Reflections program  

- Family Dance and Fall Festival  

- Pizza & Bingo Night  

- After -School Enrichment activities  

- Red Ribbon Week 

- Yearbooks 

  

A PTA membership is only $5 per adult, which also includes membership at the state and national 

level.  As an added bonus for joining now, each member will receive coupons for Chick -Fil -A, As-

pens, and Stars and Strikes, which far exceeds the cost of your membership.  

  

HURRY, the first classroom per grade which reaches 100% PTA participation receives bonus 

funds for their classroom!  We need everyone to join today!  Visit the website --  

www.duewestpta.com for a downloadable form.  

 

Fall Festival 2009  is scheduled.....save the date for Saturday, November 7 th .  

The fun will take place on the Due West back lawn during the hours of 11:00 

am until 3:00 pm.  Plan on coming out with your friends and family for a very 

fun time to enjoy activities which include inflatables, a train, a rockwall, 

treats, entertainment, and the always popular silent auction.  More information to follow ð 

Looking forward to seeing everyone there!  


