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Dear Parents,

Fall is such a wonderful time of change in our school. Watching students move from learning routines and
trying step-by-step processes to applying the skills of the Georgia Performance Standards is wonderful.
It is amazing to see how cleverly our teachers weave the learning standards into projects which give
learning meaning and real life experiences. The cool crisp weather allows families to focus in another di-
rection for family fun. The sights and smells of Autumn provide an excitement and desire for being out-
side and spending quality time together. A great opportunity for extra family time was on Saturday, Oc-
tober 25th, at the Due West PTA Fall Festival. T hope you didn't miss this opportunity to play with your
children and support our school.

On Wednesday, October 22nd, our School Council held the first meeting of the 2008-2009 school year.
School councils are intended to bring communities and schools closer together in a spirit of cooperation
to solve difficult educational problems, improve academic achievement, provide support for teachers and
administrators, and bring parents into the school-based decision-making process. A school council func-
tions as an advisory body, offering recommendations and assistance to the local school principal related
to student achievement and school improvement. The school council is chaired by Jeff Cavender, with
Brian Fox and Noah Torch as officers. New parent members include Pam Dee, Celina Parkman, and Robin
Toole. The faculty representatives are Mary Roberts and Lynn Blocksidge. These new members will con-
tinue to enhance the work of the Due West School Council.

Fall brings many changes to Due West. Together let's embrace these changes for our children and com-
munity.

Enjoy Fall,

Cindy Hanauer
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Message from the PTA . . .
Hello Due West Families!

October was such a great month for our school. We had a visit from the Auburn University Raptor Center. As
the students entered the gym, they were surprised to hear an eagle screeching. Mr. Crowe had the students
enthralled with the information he shared about raptors. He brought a Black Vulture, a Lanner Falcon, a
Screech Owl, a Barn Owl, a Red Tailed Hawk, and a Bald Eagle. The students were excited each time he brought
out a bird. There are pictures and movie clips on the PTA website. The PTA funded this program.

Thanks to all who contributed to making our Fall Festival a success. It takes a lot of time and work to make it
all come fogether. Our room moms created fantastic baskets for the Silent Auction and also coordinated par-
ent volunteers for the games and activities. Many thanks fo the Fall Festival committee, our chair, Angie Raw-
les, and our Silent Auction chair, Pam Dee. Angie and Pam started working over the summer to make it such an
exciting event.

The Fun Run money that was not already budgeted was put to good use. Our PTA has purchased 11 Prometheam
Activboards at a cost of $11,789. Now every one of our regular classrooms has an Activboard! Thank you to all
our Due West families that helped make our Fun Run a success.

Sincerely,
Susan Piotrowski
President, Due West ES PTA
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x x
¥ November 6th 7:15am—7:45am  School Store *
¥ November 13th 5:00 pm—8:00 pm  Chick-fil-A Night x
November 17th 3:00 pm—5:00 pm  Jumpits Night K thru 2nd grades *

i 5:00 pm—7:00 pm 3rd thru 5th grades i
November 20th 7:15 am—7:45 am School Store &

4 November 24th - +
¥ November 28th No School - Thanksgiving Holiday Y
¥ Y
¥r December 2nd 7:00 pm PTA Meeting; 1st Grade Performance *
¥ December 4th 7:15am—7:45 am School Store *
7 December 5th Holiday Elves Workshop *
I December 8th Club Yearbook Pictures i
December 11th 5:00 pm—8:00 pm  Chick-fil-A Night &

4 December 18th 7:15 am—7:45 am School Store 4
<4 December 22nd No School—Winter Holiday <
i January 2nd i
¥ January 5th No School—Teacher Workday *
*J anuary 6th Students Return i
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