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Dear Parents,

Our teachers have been involved since the beginning of the school year working to align their instruction with the
Georgia Performance Standards for student learning. Their work has made an impact improving what we do for stu-
dents. Just recently the teachers have begun to acquire a clear understanding of The Georgia School Keys. The
School Keys describe what Georgia's schools should know, understand, and be able to do in the same manner that
Georgia Performance Standards describe what students should know, understand and be able to do. This tool pro-
vides a structure from which schools work. Dr. Robert Marzano's research combined with the research of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement were the basis for
the eight broad strands included in the Georgia Keys. The eight strands of the Georgia Keys are:

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Planning and Organization

Student, Family, and Community Support
Professional Learning

School Culture

Leadership

© N O AW

Each strand has a rubric with four levels of performance. The levels of performance are not addressed, emergent,
operational and fully operational. These strands and rubrics will be used as a guide for continuous school improve-
ment as the Due West staff identifies the next level of growth and develops plans to reach full implementation of
each strand. This process will involve years of steady work and development. The Georgia Keys can be viewed in its
entirety at the Georgia Department of Education Web Site.

The web address is http://www.doe k12.ga.us/tss. As we grow in our knowledge of the Georgia Keys we will, as al-
ways, enlist student, family and community involvement.

As you can see a teacher's work is never done. Their long hours, hard work and reflective thoughts are so appreci-
ated as they do what is best for our children. As Georgia schools are introduced to this new process, I can proudly
state, that the Due West teachers are ahead of the curve. I appreciate the committed dedication of the teachers
and staff everyday.

Sincerely,

Cindy Hanauer
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