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Dear Parents,

Happy New Year! It is always exciting to begin a new semester after the winter holidays. Everyone
seems to have a feeling of a fresh start and a hew beginning which brings a plan for change and new hope.
Our teachers are busy using the Promethean Activ Boards that SPLOST II, our PTA, and the Chick-fil-A
biscuit sales provided. These instructional boards are being used to present and reinforce Georgia Per-
formance Standard skills across the curriculum throughout the school day. It's easy to see the enthusi-
asm and engagement this technology adds to classroom instruction and student learning. Observing the
students using and interacting with the boards is amazing. It is so cool to see individual students and
small groups of children use the boards during center time. The entire staff continues to make progress
with collaboration and determining the specifics of student learning outcomes. Grade level lesson plans
have been strengthened, and a common language among grade level teachers is being heard.

On January 20, 2009, history was made. The United States elected the first African American man to
lead the country. Barack Obama became the forty-fourth president of the United States of America.
His call for all Americans to be responsible to our Country and to be focused on volunteering is not a new
message. While many Americans are jubilant, others still question the road ahead. The transfer of
power has occurred. Change is not always easy to accept, but I have found many times that with a posi-
tive attitude and a commitment to teamwork positive results are achieved. It is important during this
trying time that we all answer this call. T do strongly believe that by working together we all become
winners. I challenge everyone to continue to teach our children about what it means to be responsible.
They must understand the importance of setting goals and knowing that it takes effort and participation
to reach their goals. They must know that there are rules and requirements involved with responsibility.
Once a commitment is made, even to a team or skill, quitting isn't an option. It's never too early to have
these conversations. Model these habits for your child. Teaching our children to volunteer and help oth-
ers combines many character traits. As I continue to believe that the Due West students stand above
other students with their positive attitudes and actions, I am thankful for the foundation you provide.
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Make 2009 another great year!
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Cindy Hanauer
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