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Dear Parents,

It is hard to believe spring is already here. Daylight savings time seems to make our families even busier.
This year is winding down, and plans are being made for next year. What a successful year it has been.
Student engagement and performance based activities have increased student achievement. Becoming a
twenty-first century technology school has rejuvenated our teachers and students. The efforts of our
community, parents, teachers, PTA and Partners in Education, have provided the incentives and resources
which secured the technology equipment. The Due West vision theme "Together we are Better” really
does make a huge difference for our children. Every classroom has an active board, an LCD, and a docu-
ment camera. The teachers are excited with the engaging flipcharts and lessons they've been delivering.
The students enjoy the graphics, information, and active participation. This summer our technology in-
structional specialist, Maureen Friese, will be offering a summer course with next step learning for our
staff. I can just imagine what changes technology will bring for the 2009-2010 school year.

As spring is a sign of strength and growth, the first through fifth grade students will have the opportu-
nity o show their growth when they take the Georgia state tests at the end of April. The Georgia Crite-
rion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) are designed to measure a student's knowledge of concepts
and skills set forth in the state-mandated curriculum. Georgia law requires the CRCT in grades 1 through
5 in the content areas of reading, English/language arts, and math, and in grades 3 through 5 in the con-
tent areas of science and social studies. According to the requirements of the Georgia Academic Promo-
tion, Placement, and Retention Policy, and the Cobb County School District's promotion, placement, and
retention criteria; students in third grade must meet standards on the reading portion of the test while
students in fifth grade must meet standards on the reading and mathematics portion of the test. An
opportunity for summer school during the entire month of June and one retesting opportunity the last
week of June will be available for those who do not meet standards. The CRCT will be administered on
April 215" thru May 1°', 2009. Please plan ahead to stick to bedtime schedules and have pleasant mornings
with a healthy breakfast during testing week. It is extremely important to be at school and ready for
the 7:50 start of the school day. Thank you for assisting the school in making this important week suc-
cessful for our children.

Enjoy spring,

Cindy Hanauer
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